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NEH is a U.S. federal grantmaking agency

NEH staff

—NEH

We Offer Many Different Types of Grants
Across Several Grantmaking Divisions

Division of Preservation and Access
Protects and makes available cultural and historical
collections of manuscripts, books, art, images,
audio, moving images, objects, artifacts, and digital
collections.
applicants
libraries
archives
museums

Example Grant: Preserving a Collection
National Public Radio, Inc. (Washington, DC 20001-3740)
Laura Soto-Barra (Project Director: July 2016 to present)
Unreeling History: Preserving and Providing Access to "All Things Considered," 1971-1983
The digital reformatting of nearly 6,000 hours of broadcast audio records of the National
Public Radio’s news magazine program All Things Considered, 1971–83.

Division of Education
Sponsors professional development opportunities for
K-12 teachers and college faculty.

applicants
universities

Example Grant: A Summer Institute
University of Chicago (Chicago, IL 60637-5418)
Paul Cheney (Project Director: February 2017 to present)
Enlightenment Thinkers: from Mandeville to Hegel
A three-week seminar for sixteen college and university faculty examining Enlightenment
political and social thought.

Division
of Public
Programs
Supports public programs that
reach large, diverse public
audiences.
applicants
media producers
historic sites
libraries
Ken Burns’s The Dust Bowl
—Photo by Dorothea Lange; Library of Congress

Example Grant: Documentary Film

International Documentary Association (Los Angeles, CA 90010-2207)
Joseph Angier (Project Director: January 2015 to present)
Lives in Vengeance: The True Story of the Searchers
Development of a 90-minute documentary about the making of the classic 1956 film, The
Searchers, and the historical events that inspired it.

Division of Research Programs
Division o Research Programs
Supports scholarly research that advances knowledge and
understanding of the humanities. Awards are made to scholars
working on research projects of significance to specific humanities
fields and to the humanities as a whole.

Example Grant: Research for a Book

Katherine Henninger
Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, LA 70808-4600)
Southern Childhood in U.S. Literature and Film
A book-length study on representations of childhood in southern literature and film.

Example Grant: Research Toward a WebBased Publication
Lauren Frederica Klein
Georgia Institute of Technology (Atlanta, GA 30332-0001)
Data by Design: An Interactive History of Data Visualization, 1786-1900
Data by Design: An Interactive History of Data Visualization, 1786-1900, challenges the
common belief that visualization serves as a neutral method for data’s display. In a
series of five “data narratives”—chapter-length web-based texts that employ
interactive visualizations in order to advance their claims—I trace the rise of modern
data visualization techniques.

Example Grant: Collaborative Research
University of California, Berkeley (Berkeley, CA 94704-5940)
Lisa Ann Maher (Project Director: December 2016 to present)
Danielle A. Macdonald (Co Project Director: January 2017 to present)
Archaeological Investigation of Hunter-Gatherer Aggregation and Movement in Prehistoric Jordan
Excavation and analysis of early settlements of hunter-gatherers at the Paleolithic site of Kharaneh in
eastern Jordan.

Office of Digital Humanities
Offers grant programs that address cultural
changes brought about by the introduction
and spread of digital technology. This
includes projects that explore how to
harness new technology for humanities
research as well as those that study digital
culture from a humanistic perspective.

applicants
US colleges and universities
museums, libraries, historical societies,
and other non-profit organizations

McBee edge-notched punchcard for a grant to support “An
Experiment in Computer Based Education Using Hypertext,” 1974.

Example Grant: Developing Research
Methods
Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, PA 15213-3890)
Taylor Berg-Kirkpatrick (Project Director: January 2017 to present)
David Bamman (Co Project Director: May 2017 to present)
Text in Situ: Reasoning about Visual Information in the Computational Analysis of Books
Implementation of three studies and creation of software tools that computationally analyze visual
information about printed books. Partners include the Folger Shakespeare Library and the HathiTrust
Research Center.

Example Grant: Workshop on New
Media & Culture
Georgia State University Research Foundation, Inc. (Atlanta, GA 30302-3999)
Benjamin Joshua Miller (Project Director: September 2014 to present)
Notoriously Toxic: Understanding the Language and Costs of Hate and Harassment in
Online Games
A cross-disciplinary workshop and follow-up activities to develop a set of essays and a
metadata schema to understand and describe toxic rhetoric in online spaces, with an
emphasis on large-scale multiplayer computer games.

Example Grant: Summer Training Institute
Middlebury College (Middlebury, VT 05753-6004)
Christian Michael Keathley (Project Director: March 2014 to present)
Jason Mittell (Co Project Director: July 2014 to present)
Scholarship in Sound and Image: Producing Videographic Criticism in the Digital Age
A two week workshop at Middlebury College for twelve participants on the topic of
incorporating time-based media like video and audio in multimodal humanities
scholarship. This two-week workshop, scheduled for June 2015, will gather scholars
interested in producing critical work in a multi-media format. The workshop is designed
for 12 participants, ranging in rank from advanced graduate students to full professors,
whose objects of study involve audio-visual media, especially film, television, and other
new digital media forms.

Our Newest Grant Program…

Infrastructure and Capacity Building Challenge Grants
The mission of this Challenge Grants program is to strengthen the
institutional base of the humanities by enabling infrastructure development
and capacity building.
Through these grants organizations can increase their humanities capacity
with spend-down funds that generate expendable earnings to support and
enhance ongoing program activities. Eligible activities include the
documentation of cultural heritage materials that are lost or imperiled; the
preservation and conservation of humanities materials; and the sustaining of
digital scholarly infrastructure.
These are matching grants. Institutions must raise matching contributions
typically at a 3:1 ratio.

Grant-Writing Tips

Prepare early
Find the right program
Grants.gov
Read the guidelines
and samples
Contact a program
officer

—Maria Biernik/NEH

Make your case
Start with the
review criteria
Demonstrate your
project’s significance
Provide context
Develop a clear and
realistic work plan

—Maria Biernik/NEH

Remember
your audience
Write for specialists
and generalists
Avoid jargon
Be clear and concise
Use concrete examples
Make information easy
to find
—Alamy

Questions?
Brett Bobley
Office of Digital Humanities
Email: bbobley@neh.gov
Twitter: @brettbobley

Grant Opportunities from
the Institute of Museum
and Library Services
Ashley Sands, PhD
National Organization of Research Development Professionals (NORDP) Conference
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•
•
•
•
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Introduction to IMLS
Funding Opportunities for Museums
Funding Opportunities for Libraries
Application and Review Process
Q&A

Helen Tibbo presents on IMLS award RE-06-13-0052-13
at the 2017 Digital Library Federation annual meeting

Introduction to IMLS

About IMLS
Who are we?
•

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
is the primary source of federal support for the
nation's libraries and museums.

•

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
helps ensure that all Americans have access to
museum, library, and information services.

What do we do?
•

We advance, support, and empower America’s
museums, libraries, and related organizations
through grant-making, research, and policy
development.

Strategic Goals: 2018–2022
Transforming Communities
1.

Promote Lifelong Learning: IMLS supports learning and literacy for people
of all ages through museums and libraries.

2.

Build Capacity: IMLS strengthens the capacity of museums and libraries to
improve the well-being of their communities.

3.

Increase Public Access: IMLS makes strategic investments that increase
access to information, ideas, and networks through libraries and
museums.

4.

Achieve Excellence: IMLS strategically aligns its resources and
relationships to support libraries and museums nationwide.

IMLS Funding –
FY2018 Appropriations
• Office of Library Services:
Grants to States
• Office of Library Services:
Discretionary Programs
• Office of Museum Services:
Discretionary Programs
• Administration, Research,
Evaluation, Data Collection
TOTAL

$160,803,000
$ 28,469,000
$ 34,715,000
$ 16,013,000
$240,000,000

Palo Alto Art
Center's Art
Cart sets up
shop, ready to
engage
visitors.
(Photo
courtesy of
Palo Alto Art
Center.)

Funding
Opportunities for
Museums

Eligibility Criteria
Is your organization:
• A museum?
• A non-profit organization?
• State or local government?
• Institution of Higher Education?
 If yes, then you may be eligible to receive funds.
 If no, considering partnering with someone who is eligible.

What are museums?
•aquariums
•history museums
•natural history/ anthropology
•arboretums
museums
•art museums
•botanical gardens
•nature centers
•children’s/youth museums
•planetariums
•general museums (those having •science/technology centers
•specialized museums (limited to
two or more significant
disciplines)
a single distinct subject)
•historic houses/sites
•zoological parks
Museums may be standalone or they may be located within colleges, universities, or Indian tribes.

Funding Eligibility Criteria for Museums
• use a professional staff;
• be organized on a permanent basis for essentially
educational or aesthetic purposes;
• own or use tangible objects, either animate or
inanimate;
• care for these objects; AND
• exhibit these objects to the general public on a regular
basis through facilities that it owns or operates.

Who may not apply for IMLS grants?
You are not eligible to apply if you are:
• A federally funded institution
• A for-profit organization
• An individual
• A foreign country or organization
If you are a non-eligible institution, we encourage you to
partner with an eligible organization.

Museums for America
Program Goal

To strengthen the ability of
individual museums to serve
the public

Project
Categories

 Learning Experiences
 Community Anchors
 Collections Stewardship

Deadline

December 1, 2018

Funding Levels

$5,000$25,000

$25,001$500,000

Cost Share

None
permitted

1:1 required

Activities can include:

School and public programs
Exhibitions
Collections management
Collections care
Conservation
Digital media development & delivery
Publications
Training
Community outreach
Audience research and evaluation
Planning
Database development
Digitization

Museums Empowered
Program Goal

To invest in professional development
opportunities for museum staff
Digital Technology
Diversity & Inclusion
Evaluation
Organizational Management

Project Focus Areas






Deadline

March 1, 2018*

Funding Levels
Cost Share

$5,000-$25,000

$25,001-$250,000

None permitted

1:1 required

National Leadership Grants - Museums
Program Goal

Project Categories

Deadline
Funding Levels
Cost Share

To address critical needs of the museum
field and advance museum practice
•
•
•
•

Digital Assets and Capacity
Collections Care & Access
Diversity & Inclusion
Professional Development

December 1, 2017
$5,000-$50,000

$50,001$1,000,000

rapid prototyping;
no cost share

1:1 cost share

Characteristics and Eligibility: MFA vs NLG
Museums for America National Leadership Grants - Museums
And
Museums Empowered
Characteristics of Successful Proposals
Institutional Impact

Broad Impact

In-depth Knowledge

In-depth Knowledge

Project-based Design

Innovative Approach

Demonstrable Results

Collaborative Process
Shared Results
Eligibility

Museums

Museums
Higher Ed
Organization advancing museums and the
museum profession

Museum Programs & Contacts
The one-page
handout includes
summary
information and
program staff
contacts for all
museum programs.

IMLS
Director Kit
Matthew
opens the
NDP at 3
Convening

Funding
Opportunities for
Libraries

Office of Library Services
• Eligibility
• Funding opportunities
• Funding categories
• Project categories

IMLS Library Program Staff visit the South
Carolina State Library, November 2017

How does IMLS define a library?
•

Either a unit of state or local government, or a 501c3 nonprofit organization,

•

Located in one of the 50 states or territories,

•

One of these six types of organizations:
•

a library or a parent organization, such as a school district, municipality, state
agency, or academic institution, that is responsible for the administration of a library

•

an academic or administrative unit, such as a graduate school of library and
information science

•

a digital library, if it makes library materials publicly available and provides library
services

•

a library agency that is an official agency of a state or other unit of government

•

a library consortium that is a local, statewide, regional, interstate, or international
cooperative association

•

a library association

Who may not apply for IMLS library grants?
• You are not eligible to apply if you are:
• A federally funded institution
• A for-profit organization
• An individual
• A foreign country or organization
• If you are a non-eligible institution, we encourage
you to partner with an eligible organization.

National Leadership Grants for Libraries
• The program supports
projects which:
• Address significant
challenges and
opportunities
• Advance theory and
practice

• Characteristics of successful
proposals:
• National impact
• Current significance
• Strategic collaborations
• Demonstrated expertise

Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program
• The program supports
projects focused on:

• Characteristics of
successful proposals:

• Pre-Professional
Development

• Broad Impact

• Graduate Education

• Strategic collaborations

• Early Career Development
• Continuing Education

• Current significance
• Demonstrated expertise
• Diversity, equity, and
inclusion

To which program should I apply?
• Deciding Between NLG & LB21?
• Is the project primarily about education and training for
information professionals (formal or continuing
education)? If yes, review the NOFO for LB21.
• Is this an early career research project for a tenure track
faculty member? If yes, review the NOFO for LB21.
• Any other work of national significance to libraries,
archives and information science? If yes, the project
probably fits in NLG, but double-check the NOFO!

Library funding categories
Funding categories determine the available
funding levels for the project:
Funding category

NLG

Details subject to
change – consult
the Notice of
Funding
Opportunity when
posted.

LB21

Planning grants

Up to $100,000

Up to $100,000

National Forum grants

Up to $150,000

Up to $150,000

Project grants

Up to $1,000,000

Up to $1,000,000

Research in Service to
Practice grants

Up to $1,000,000

Up to $500,000

See the NLG and LB21 NOFOs for additional details, including cost-share requirements.

Details subject to
change – consult
the Notice of
Funding
Opportunity when
posted.

Library funding categories

Every application for NLG and LB21 must select
one funding category from the following*:
Funding category

Project period

Project activities

Planning grant

1 year

Exploratory or piloting activities

National Forum
grant

1-2 years

Convening experts and stakeholders

Project grant

1, 2, or 3 years*

Full-scale implementation, development,
or scaling

Research in Service
1, 2 or 3 years
to Practice grant

Investigating key questions in library or
archival practice

* LB21 Doctoral Program grants may also have a project period of 4 years

Project Types (LB21 only)

Details subject to
change – consult
the Notice of
Funding
Opportunity when
posted.

• Pre-Professional: Pre-library school trajectory
• Master’s-level & Doctoral-level: Innovation &
development in curricula
• Continuing Education: Workshops, trainings,
and cohort development for professionals
• Early Career Development: Early tenure-track
faculty development

Library project categories

Details subject to
change – consult
the Notice of
Funding
Opportunity when
posted.

Every application for NLG and LB21 must select
one project category from the following:
• Community Catalysts
• National Digital Infrastructures and Initiatives
• Lifelong Learning

Project categories: Community Catalysts
• Advance role of libraries and archives as community anchors or
backbone institutions
• Provide civic and cultural engagement
• Foster community dialogue
• Facilitate lifelong learning
• Promote digital inclusion
• Enhance equity and access
• Support economic vitality
• Benefits must not be limited to the local community, project must
advance national practice

Project categories:
National Digital Infrastructures and Initiatives
Expand the digital capacity and
capability of libraries and archives to
provide content and services to users
• Developing new or improving open source
digital library tools
• Addressing intersections between digital
library issues and cutting edge work in
other sectors
• Researching the need for and impact of
investments in national digital library
infrastructures

Project categories: Lifelong Learning
Significant national impact on the capacity of libraries and
archives to foster attitudes of discovery and cultivate critical
thinking, innovation, communication, and collaboration.
• help patrons gain literacies and skills
• extend learning experiences beyond the classroom
• enable experiential and self-directed learning.
• address barriers that limit access to information resources
• competency-building opportunities
• develop dynamic, relevant, and applied learning
opportunities

Two-phase library proposal process
• Two phases of peer review
• Preliminary proposals
• Full proposals

• All applicants can benefit from
reviewer comments
• Preliminary proposal feedback leads
to stronger full proposals

Library tools for the blind
and visually impaired over
time, South Carolina State
Library, November 2017

Library Programs & Contacts
The one-page
handout includes
summary
information and
program staff
contacts for all
library programs.

Community-focused Capacity-building
• Community Catalyst: Open grants 2017 and 2018*
 Approaches to develop a deeper mutual understanding of how to work
with their communities to bring about positive change
 Research, case studies, town hall and report in 2016
 Includes technical assistance, evaluation, and peer learning

• STEMex: Open grants in 2016
 Study public programs delivered by local STEM experts to children
(ages 6 to 10) and their families in museum and library settings
 Inspire STEM careers, foster inquiry skills relevant to lifelong learning
 Includes evaluation and peer learning

Application and
Review Process
Nathan Hall
chairs a session
on two IMLS
awards LG-7317-0141-17
and LG-88-170171-17 the
2017 Digital
Library
Federation
annual meeting

The Review Process
How are applications reviewed?
 Experienced and knowledgeable peer reviewers score
all eligible and complete applications and provide
comments based on the criteria outlined in the
program guidelines.
 The field and panel reviewers use different scoring
systems and review criteria.
How are applications selected for funding?
 By law, the IMLS director is charged with the authority
and responsibility to make final award decisions.

How can I serve as a reviewer?
• Talk to me at this meeting!
• Become familiar with IMLS grant programs.
• Read existing reviewer materials on our Web
site.
• Submit your information and your resume
online at:
https://www.imls.gov/grants/become-reviewer

Where to learn more…
The IMLS website
includes
application forms
and Notices of
Funding
Opportunity
(NOFO) for all grant
programs.

Where to learn more…
The Awarded
Grants Search
gives you an
opportunity to
explore our
archive of
grants.

Where to learn more…
Sample
applications include
the abstract,
narrative, and
schedule of
completion.
Samples are
organized by grant
program, project
category and
funding level.

Helpful Links for Applicants
IMLS Website:
http://www.imls.gov
Notice of Funding Opportunities:
https://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/notices-funding-opportunities
Search Awarded Grants:
https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded-grants
Sample Applications:
https://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/sample-applications

Application Tips
Choose the right grant program
Align the need, activities, and intended results
Show you know your stuff
Include your intended audience in the planning of
the project
Don’t be late or incomplete
Talk to a program officer before the deadline

Questions & Contact
Information
Ashley Sands, PhD

www.imls.gov

Senior Program Officer

www.facebook.com/USIMLS

Office of Library Services

Twitter: @US_IMLS

202-653-4730

www.youtube.com/USIMLS

asands@imls.gov

www.imls.gov/rss.xml

Guide to IMLS
Museum Funding Programs and Opportunities
Fiscal Year 2019
How to Apply for a Grant
Select a grant program. Visit our website, www.imls.gov, to explore program descriptions,
sample applications, and resources designed to help you develop a competitive application to
the program that best fits your project.
Read the Notices of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs). NOFOs become available on our website
60 to 90 days before the program deadlines. Read them carefully, and be sure to check the
eligibility requirements. The FY2018 versions will remain available for reference until the
FY2019 NOFOs are posted.
Check your registrations. Submitting a grant application to IMLS is a multistep process that
begins with a series of registrations. You must have a Dun & Bradstreet D-U-N-S® Number; a
current and active System for Award Management (SAM.gov) registration, which much be
renewed annually; and an up-to-date registration with Grants.gov. These processes take time.
Ensure that your registrations are active and correct well before the application deadline.
Connect with us. Pre-application webinars help you learn more about our programs and the
application process. Conversations with Office of Museum Services program staff can help you
explore how your idea may match the goals of a grant program.
Connie Bodner
cbodner@imls.gov
202.653.4636

Mark Isaksen
misaksen@imls.gov
202.653.4667

Sandra Narva
snarva@imls.gov
202.653.4634

Jill Connors-Joyner
jconnorsjoyner@imls.gov
202.653.4791

Ashley Jones
ajones@imls.gov
202.653.4782

Steve Shwartzman
sshwartzman@imls.gov
202.653.4641

Kelsey Monahan
kmonahan@imls.gov
202.653.4753

Helen Wechsler
hwechsler@imls.gov
202.653.4779

Mark Feitl
mfeitl@imls.gov
202.653.4635

Reagan Moore
rmoore@imls.gov
202.653.4637

Grant Programs
Deadline

1 December 2018

1 March 2019

1 December 2018

1 December 2018

1 December 2018

Program

Award Amount
$5,000-$25,000

Museums for
America

$25,001-$250,000
$5,000-$25,000

Museums
Empowered

$25,001-$250,000

National
Leadership Grants
for Museums

Museum Grants
for African
American History
and Culture
Native American/
Native Hawaiian
Museum Services
Program

$5,000-$50,000 (rapid
prototyping)
$50,000-$1,000,000
(non-research)
$50,000-$1,000,000
(research)
$5,000-$25,000
$25,001-$150,000

$5,000-$75,000

Description
Grants at two different funding levels
support activities that strengthen museums
as active resources for lifelong learning, vital
components of livable communities, and
good stewards of the nation’s collections.
Grants at two different funding levels
support activities for professional
development and capacity building in
individual museums.
Grants support projects that address critical
needs of the museum field and that have
the potential to advance practice in the
profession so that museums can improve
services for the American public.
Grants at two different funding levels
strengthen African American museums by
improving care of collections, developing
professional management, or providing
internship and fellowship opportunities.
Grants to federally recognized tribes and
Native Hawaiian organizations enhance
museum services to sustain heritage,
culture, and knowledge.

NOTE: Additional funding opportunities may become available through the year; visit www.imls.gov.

Other Opportunities
Deadline

Program

Description

1 February 2019

Collections Assessment for Preservation
(CAP), administered by the Foundation for
American Institute of Conservation

Program provides support and expertise to
the staff of collecting institutions to help
create and implement sustainable programs
for the best possible care of their
collections.

1 October 2018
(est.)

National Medal for Museum and Library
Service

Awards celebrate outstanding museums and
libraries that make extraordinary
contributions to their communities.

Keep in touch and share your thoughts!
Website: www.imls.gov
Twitter: https://twitter.com/US_IMLS
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/USIMLS

Quick Guide to IMLS Library Discretionary Grant Programs
Program

Description

NLG supports projects that address significant challenges and
National
Leadership Grants opportunities facing the library and archives fields and that have the
for Libraries (NLG) potential to advance theory and practice. Successful proposals will

generate results such as new tools, research findings, models, services,
practices, or alliances that will be widely used, adapted, scaled, or
replicated to extend the benefits of federal investment.

www.imls.gov/grants/available/national-leadership-grants-libraries

LB21 supports professional development, graduate education, and
Laura Bush 21st
Century Librarian continuing education to help libraries and archives develop a diverse
workforce to better meet the changing learning and information needs
Program (LB21)
of the American public.

www.imls.gov/grants/available/laura-bush-21st-century-librarian-program

Native American
Library Services
Basic Grants

Basic Grants are noncompetitive and distributed in equal amounts
among eligible applicants. They are available to support existing library
operations and maintain core library services. These grants are
available to federally recognized Indian Tribes and Alaskan Native
Corporations.

www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-american-library-services-basic-grants

Native American
Library Services
Enhancement
Grants

Enhancement Grants may enhance existing library services or
implement new library services. These grants are available to federally
recognized Indian Tribes and Alaskan Native Corporations.

www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-american-library-services-enhancement-grants

Native Hawaiian
Library Services

These grants may enhance existing library services or implement new
library services. They are available to nonprofit organizations that
primarily serve and represent Native Hawaiians.

www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-hawaiian-library-services
Note: Additional funding opportunities may become available throughout the year. Be sure to visit www.imls.gov.
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Office of Library Services
Discretionary Grant Programs Contact List
Tim Carrigan

Sarah Fuller

tcarrigan@imls.gov
• Early learning
• Young adult services
• Informal STEM learning
• Making

sfuller@imls.gov
• Community development
• Workforce development
• Services for new Americans
• Public health

James Neal

Emily Reynolds

jneal@imls.gov
• Broadband
• Digital inclusion
• Open educational resources
• Data privacy and security

ereynolds@imls.gov
• Digital collections
• Digital preservation
• Archives and special collections
• Community archives

Dr. Ashley Sands

Dr. Sandy Toro

asands@imls.gov
• Research data management
• Scholarly communications
• Open infrastructures

storo@imls.gov
• Native American library services
• Native Hawaiian library services

Robin Dale, Deputy Director for Library Services, rdale@imls.gov

Keep in touch and share your thoughts!

Website: www.imls.gov | UpNext blog: www.imls.gov/blog
USIMLS on Facebook | @US_IMLS on Twitter
Primary Source, monthly e-newsletter: www.imls.gov/primary-source
IMLS email subscriptions: www.imls.gov/news-events/e-mail-subscriptions

May 2018

